Follow-up report of immediate stabilization of mandibular surgical defects after tumor resection.
This study constitutes a follow-up of a study completed in March 1988, involving 18 patients receiving bone plate stabilization for the repair of surgical defects after mandibular resection. An additional 11 cases are presented with follow-up periods of 3 to 23 months. Of the original study of 18 patients, follow-up was available for 13. Of these 13, five patients died, three as a result of their tumors. One patient was previously reported to have had recurrent disease and loss of the stabilization plate. One patient lost the plate in an area of recurrent tumor just before succumbing to his malignancy. The remaining three died with their stabilization plates in place and functioning. The eight remaining patients with long-term follow-up and 11 additional patients with shorter-term results are now described.